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BY HENRY A. JACOBSON, A.M. 



HISTORY OF THE MORAVIAN HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY FROM MARCH 30, 1857, TO 

AUGUST 31, 1894. 

In the issue of The Moravian for December 19, 1856, 
the following communication is to be found : 

Ed. Moravian ; Dear Brethren : 

Will you allow me the 
use of your columns to suggest to the members of our 
Church the expediency of forming a Moravian Historical 
Society ? 

But very little is generally known of the early history 
of the Brethren's Church in America. By means of such 
a Society, all possible light would be thrown on this very 
interesting subject, besides preserving, before it is too 
late, many a precious relic connected with the history 
and customs of our forefathers. 

The attempt is, at least, worth making. Will some 
brother take the lead. 

Yours, Pierrepont. 

This communication was the outcome of a number of 
informal interviews which took place during the Summer 
of 1856 between several persons residing at and near 
Nazareth, who were much interested in the early history 
of our Church in this country, and who considered that 
the idea of organizing a Moravian Historical Society 
would be favorably entertained by the membership of 
the Church. In that year (1856), at the Synod convened 
at Bethlehem preparatory to the General Synod, there 
was considerable feeling on the question of provincial 
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independence ; the desire therefor had seemed to be 
very general at the Synod held in 1855, but when the 
details of the plan came up for consideration, much con- 
troversy ensued. Some wished to remove all the land- 
marks that marked the various periods of our Church 
history; others would drop this, and keep that; still 
others were totally opposed to changes of any sort. 
Although these differences were finally reconciled, there 
was undoubtedly reason to fear that the eagerness of 
those who advocated radical measures and wished to 
change everything, as opposed to the rigid conservatism 
of those who would change nothing, might destroy, at 
least partially, the reverence and love for all that is most 
excellent in our Church history and ritual, and give a 
serious check to the little antiquarian spirit that already 
existed among us. [A local influence may also have 
been exerted by the Centennial Anniversary of the Naz- 
areth congregation, November 13, 1856.] 

The first meeting to consider the expediency of form- 
ing a Moravian Historical Society was held one snowy 
evening in March, 1857, in the chapel of Nazareth Hall, 
those present being the Principal and teachers of the 
Hall, the Professors and most of the students of the 
Theological Seminary (then located at Ephrata), besides 
some other residents of Nazareth and Boulton. 

A constitution having been adopted, the following 
officers were elected at the meeting held March 30, 1857 : 
President, James Henry ; Vice-President, Christian R. 
Hoeber; Treasurer, William Beitel ; Recording Secre- 
tary, Eugene Leibert ; Corresponding Secretary, Herman 
Brickenstein ; Managers, Edward H. Reichel, Henry J. 
Van Vleck, John C. Brickenstein ; Librarian, Lewis R. 
Huebener. At one of these meetings it was decided 
that Nazareth was the best location for the Society, inas- 
much as the Faculty of Nazareth Hall and the Professors 
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and students of the Theological Seminary would be more 
directly benefited thereby, and because they would for 
that very reason take more active interest in its affairs. 
(See Moravian, May i, 1857.) 

During the Summer and Fall of that year (1857) the 
Constitution was printed in The Moravian, circulars were 
distributed in all the congregations of the Province, sev- 
eral life members were obtained, some donations of 
money, books and relics were received, the use of the 
northwest room in the church for a Museum had been 
granted by the Board of Trustees of the congregation, 
and propositions were even entertained looking towards 
the acquirement of a plot of ground where a building 
for the use of the Society might be erected. Donations 
had been received, not only from members of the Sor 
ciety and of the Church, but likewise from a large num- 
ber of non-Moravian antiquarians. Besides a number 
of honorary members, at the end of the year 1857 the 
roll contained the names of 7 life members and 25 active 
members. 

The first meetings were held in the Hall chapel, then 
Bro. Henry J. Van Vleck's school room was used, and 
in 1858, when the property of the Society was moved to 
Ephrata, the meetings were held there. [From October, 
1857, to April, 1858, the books and relics of the Society 
found a temporary resting place in Daniel Wilhelm's 
shop, which was rented for that purpose.] From Eph- 
rata the next move was made in October, i860, to the 
second story front room of the Parochial School building. 
In the Fall of 1871 the property of the Society was again 
transferred to its present quarters at Ephrata, and it is 
to be hoped its wanderings are now over. 

During the very first year of the Society's existence 
the active sympathy of Mr. John Jordan, Jr., of Philadel- 
phia, was enlisted, and his interest in its work continued 



unabated, and was manifested in many ways until his 
death in 1890. 

At the stated meeting held October 12, 1857, it was 
resolved, "That we date the existence of the Society 
from the first stated meeting held on April 13, 1857." 
It was the original intention to hold the annual meetings 
on March i ; but as it was inconvenient for the non- 
resident members to attend at that season of the year, 
the date was changed to the third Wednesday of October ; 
in 1874 it was again changed to the month of September. 

The first "Vesper" was held on Thanksgiving Day 
afternoon, November 18, 1858, in the second story front 
room of the Ephrata building. Only male members 
were present, and the entire company numbered 13. 
After singing a hymn, the members partook of the vesper 
prepared by the committee appointed for that duty ; then 
cigars were lighted, and the President, Bro. James Henry, 
delivered the anniversary address. (This address is to 
be found in the Transactions of the Society, Vol. I, pp. 
22 to 31. A description of the relics and books then 
owned by the Society will be found in the same volume, 
pp. 20 and 21.) Remarks by some of the members 
present and announcements of donations occupied the 
rest of the afternoon, until the hour for singing the clos- 
ing hymn arrived. Such has been, in general, the order 
of exercises ever since. The attendance has been regu- 
lated in great measure by the weather ; but every year, 
without fail, the annual vesper has been held. Two 
years later, the female members were invited to partake 
of the good things for body and mind provided on that 
occasion ;' and in more recent years they have constituted 
almost a majority of the company. The crowding con- 
nected with the accommodation of the increased number 

' Of the 54 persons present on that occasion (November 15, i860), 15 
were female members of the Society. 
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cf guests caused the vesper of 1891 to be held in the 
•chapel of Nazareth Hall. The comfort of the company 
was enhanced, but the antiquarian flavor was absent. 
The members preferred to meet in more contracted 
quarters amid the suggestive reminders of the past, in 
the hope that in time such changes may be introduced 
in our present home as will provide for the comfortable 
accommodation of all who may attend. The high 
-water mark of attendance was reached in 1892, when 
36 members attended the business meeting in the 
morning, and 158 were present at the vesper in the 
afternoon. The annual elections for officers were some- 
times held before Vesper Day, sometimes after it; in 
1866 and 1867 (when public interest in the affairs 
of the Society had reached a low point,) they were 
postponed till the Spring of the following year. Ih 
November, 1864, the Business Meeting was held in 
the morning ; but this usage was not regularly intro- 
duced till October 14, 1868 ; at this meeting the an- 
nual election of officers took place. In 187 1 the formal 
dedication of the recently occupied rooms at Ephrata 
took place. On this occasion the Nazareth church choir 
sang several anthems. This loving service was faithfully 
performed every year until 1 890, when the use of printed 
psalms was introduced, the hymns thereon being sung by 
the assembled guests at suitable intervals. (A detailed 
account of the celebration in 1871 is given in the Trans- 
actions of the Society, Vol. I, pp. 427 to 441.) 

The stated meetings of the Society were at first held 
monthly, but after December, i860, quarterly meetings 
were found frequent enough to transact the necessary 
business. The difficulty of gathering a quorum caused 
a further change in 1873, since which year the business 
of the Society has been carried on by the Executive 
Committee, which meets quarterly and reports its pro 
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ceedings to the members at the annual meeting. Since 
the year 1869 non-Moravians have been admitted as asso- 
ciate members. In i860 the Society was incorporated, 
and in 1880 a seal was procured. Since 1872 the prop- 
erty of the Society has been insured. 

The Constitution (Art. I) states the object of the So- 
ciety to be "the elucidation of the history of the Mora- 
vian Church in America, not, however, to the exclusion 
of the general history of the Moravian Church." As aids, 
to the accomplishment of this object, in a circular issued 
during the first year of the Society's existence, donations- 
or deposits were solicited as follows: " ist. Books and 
pamphlets that relate in any manner to the Moravians 
Church, from the earliest times, whether written by Mora- 
vians or others, for or against Moravianism. 2. Copies of 
printed sermons, or other religious or literary productions- 
of Moravians. 3. Printed or manuscript histories and 
statistics of single congregations. 4. Manuscript journals,, 
autobiographies, letters of ministers and laymen, and even 
when these are not considered of historical interest, — 
maps, pictures and relics." [Transactions, Vol. I, p. p.} 

The condition of our tables and cases proves 
that the members have diligently responded to this 
appeal ; we possess a good many works treating of the 
history of our Church, and a large number of pictures, 
maps and relics. However, in none of these depart- 
ments is the collection complete. Yet we hope that the 
omissions will be remedied in the course of time through 
the efforts of our members. It is not surprising that at 
times some books have been donated which do not really 
belong to a library such as ours should be ; but by degrees 
these have been exchanged for others bearing more or 
less directly on Moravian history. The collection of 
Moravian Hymn Books, Text Books, Synodal Journals 
and Synodal Results is especially incomplete. A circular 
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was issued in 1878 calling for donations in this line, which 
elicited but few responses. In 1869 the pastors of the 
congregations organized since 1840 were individually 
requested to compile sketches of the settlement and 
organization of these congregations; but only a few 
replies were received. 

At the meeting held April 11, 1859, the pastor of the 
Schoeneck congregation (Bro. E. Linke) read a history 
of that congregation. During the Winter of 1869, at 
several special meetings convened for that purpose, Mr. 
James Henry communicated parts of his history of Naza- 
reth. At sundry vesper gatherings brief sketches relat- 
ing to the history of our older congregations, or biog- 
raphies of some of the men prominent in the Ancient 
and Renewed Church have been read. In the published 
Transactions of the Society will be found histories of the 
extinct congregations of Hope (New Jersey), Christian's- 
Spring, Broadbay (Maine), and of the early settlements 
in Southern New Jersey; also of the congregations in 
Staten Island and Ohio. A large number of shorter 
articles written by members of the Society also appeared 
in the columns of The Moravian. The efforts put forth 
in this direction have thus not been entirely barren of 
results. 

The record shows that we possessed at the date of the 
annual meeting of 1894, 1,175 books, 2,400 pamphlets, 
106 manuscripts, 700 relics, 261 pictures and 19 maps. 
At the same date the roll contained the names of 223. 
active and associate members and 69 life members,. 
total 292. 

Another method by which the work of the Society has 
been furthered is the publication of pamphlets or "Trans- 
actions," containing either papers read at the annual 
vespers, or articles specially prepared for this publica- 
tion. The first pamphlet was issued in 1859 ; during the 
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Civil War it was found no easy task to collect the annual 
subscriptions, so that the second pamphlet could not be 
issued until 1868. But nearly every year since then a 
pamphlet has been published. For a number of years 
it has been possible to appropriate $150 annually for 
this purpose. 

The total cost of these publications up to August 31, 
1894, was $2,500.79. This expense has been met partly 
by the annual subscriptions, and partly by the interest of 
the Publication Fund. This fund contains all sums re- 
ceived from life members, and from sales of Transactions, 
bound and unbound; it amounted on August 31, 1894, 
to $1,230.90. Of those who have prepared the material 
for these pamphlets, the following have been called away 
by the hand of death; Bro. John C. Brickenstein, who 
died In 1880, when he had more than completed his four- 
score years and ten ; Bro. William C. Reichel, who was 
forced to lay aside his pen in 1876, when he was still 
busily engaged in antiquarian researches ; Bro. Edmund 
de Schweinitz, who departed this life very suddenly on 
December 18, 1887, while still actively engaged in the 
service of the Church. Nor must we forget Bro. Ama- 
deus A. Reinke, who more than once read papers at the 
annual vespers, and who passed his last days in Herrn- 
hut, where he died August 10, 1889; his remains were 
interred on the beautiful Hutberg; or Bro. Edwin G. 
Klose, who superintended the publication of many of the 
Transactions of the Society, and who was called away on 
September 1 5, 1 894, only a few days after the annual 
meeting for that year had been held ; or Bro. John Jor- 
dan, Jr., who assisted the Society in various ways in its 
publication department, and who died in 1890, aged 82 
years. While this pamphlet is in press, Bro. James 
Henry, the honored President of the Society for so 
many years, has been called to his heavenly home. That 



325 

the interests of the Society lay very near to his heart 
was plainly evidenced in the many excellent addresses 
he made at the annual vespers, in which he urged the 
members to preserve from desecration all that is best in 
the literature, worship and usages of our church. He 
departed this life on June 14, aged 85 years, 8 months 
and I day. These are no longer able to assist us in their 
several capacities, but we honor their memory; truly, 
their works do follow them. 

Another labor of love which has been undertaken by 
the members of the Society has been the erection of 
monuments at various points to mark the sites of sundry 
places of burial which would otherwise have been lost 
sight of entirely. The first erected were in mem- 
ory of the missionaries Biittner, Bruce and Powell at 
Shekomeko and Wechquadnach, N. Y. At the stated 
meeting held July 11, 1859, a committee was appointed 
to collect the necessary funds and superintend the erection 
of these memorial stones. This committee was composed 
of the Brethren Sylvester Wolle, chairman, Peter Wolle, 
Henry A. Shultz, William C. Reichel, A. G. Kern, Gran- 
ville Henry, John Beck, to whom were added later the 
following honorary members : John A. McAllister, Town- 
send Ward, John Jordan, Jr., Rev. Sheldon Davis and 
Benson J. Lossing. The attention of the Society was 
first called to the matter by the Rev. Sheldon Davis, of 
Pleasant Valley, N. Y., who had, as early as 1850, dis- 
covered evidences of the existence in former times of the 
Moravian Indian mission stations near his home. The two 
monuments were set up in September, 1859, on lands be- 
longing to Messrs. Andrew Lake and Edward Hunting. 
The dedicatory services were held on October 5 and 6, 
memorial addresses being delivered by the Revs. Peter 
Wolle, Edmund de Schweinitz, Edwin T. Senseman, 
Sheldon Davis and Frederick Sill (of New York). The 
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entire cost of the monuments was $276.41. In the Springs 
of 1880, through the kindness of Mr. Isaac Hunting, of 
Pine Plains, N. Y., the Society became the possessor of 
the headstone of the grave of the missionary Joseph 
Powell, which had a short time before been found on the 
land of Mr. Hiram Clark. Since 1882, Mr. Isaac Hunt- 
ing has annually rendered a report concerning the con- 
dition of these monuments. [A detailed history of these 
ceremonies will be found in "Moravians in New York 
and Connecticut," written by William C. Reichel.] 

A similar monument at Wyalusing, Bradford County, 
Penna., was dedicated with appropriate services on June 
14 and 15, 1 87 1, to mark the site of mission stations- 
located there and at Friedenshuetten between the years 
1 765 and 1772. This undertaking, though not originated 
by our Society, was encouraged by many of our mem- 
bers, a large number of whom were present at the dedi- 
catory services. The cost of the memorial stone was 
f 315.00. The history of this mission, and the details of 
the ceremonies of dedication are recorded in the Trans- 
actions, Vol. I, pp. 1-79 to 224. 

At the stated meeting of the Society, held December 
26, i860, it was determined to endeavor to obtain pos- 
session of the plot of ground first used as a place of 
burial by the congregations of Nazareth and vicinity.. 
Various delays intervened until in the Summer of 1865 
the Board of Trustees of the congregation at Nazareth 
transferred to the Society this plot, together with a path 
leading to the same. In June, 1866, the lot was enclosed 
with a fence, and the Board of Trustees took the deed 
for the land, at the same time giving the Society a per- 
petual lease. In the Spring and early Summer of 1867 
the monument now in position with the adjoining pavilion 
was erected, the cost being met by means of contribu- 
tions from members and friends residing in Nazareth, 
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Bethlehem, Philadelphia and Lititz ; all of the labor in 
constructing the foundations for these structures was 
performed gratuitously by members of the Nazareth 
congregation. The dedicatory services were held on 
June 17, the memorial address being delivered by the 
Rev. Edward Rondthaler (then pastor of the Moravian 
church in Brooklyn, N. Y.). In 1868 the sum of two 
hundred dollars was conveyed to the Society by John 
Jordan, Jr., to constitute a "Summer-house fund;" one- 
third of the interest was to be spent in repairs to the 
pavilion, the remainder to be invested until the capital 
should amount to a sum sufficient to replace the pavilion 
with a more durable and substantial structure. The 
fund is not yet large enough to carry out the second 
provision of the trust; but in 1889 the condition of the 
pavilion necessitated repairs which cost $115.24. The 
total amount of the fund at this time is $433.72. 

At the stated meeting of the Society held April 11, 
1859, a resolution was adopted requesting the Provincial 
Elders' Conference to appoint Mr. J. Keller, of Sharon, 
Ohio, as Curator of the old Goshen burial ground. 
During the next twenty years the interest in its care and 
preservation gradually decreased ; and in the year 1882 
the intention was expressed by some parties in Ohio to 
remove the remains of David Zeisberger from their rest- 
ing place to some spot where his grave might be more 
attentively cared for. 

By and with the consent of the Society for Propagating 
the Gospel, which Society holds the title to the Goshen 
burial ground, a circular was issued to the members and 
friends of our Society calling for contributions towards 
providing a suitable enclosure about the grave of David 
Zeisberger and likewise about that of his co-laborer, 
the missionary William Edwards, for they lie but a few feet 
apart. So liberal was the response that not only could 
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this portion of the burial ground be enclosed with an iron 
fence resting on stone posts, but a fund was created 
called the "Zeisberger Memorial Fund," the interest of 
which Is to be used for repairs, etc., whenever this is 
found necessary. This fund, with accrued interest, now 
amounts to ^158.95. Since 1882 Mr. J. D. Cunning of 
Sharon, Ohio, has filled the ofiice of Curator of the en- 
closure. At the annual meeting of the Society held Sep- 
tember 4, 1890, it was resolved to take measures looking 
to the preservation of the Schonbrunn tract near Sharon, 
Ohio. Mr. Cunning was therefore appointed Curator of 
this tract also. 

Our Society has thus slowly but steadily carried out 
the intentions of its founders; indeed, almost all the 
achievements of the Society in later years were suggested 
in resolutions passed during the first year of its exist- 
ence. Yet it is only within the last twenty years that its 
efforts have met with the liberal encouragement of the 
members of our churches. In the beginning, interest 
in its affairs was manifested by only a chosen few ; in 
fact> in 1868 it seemed as if its usefulness had come to 
an end. But, by slow degrees, the careful husbanding 
of its resources began to bear fruity until at this time it 
is possible to guarantee a publication of some sort every 
year. In 1858, the Publication Fund was ^70; in 1869, 
I450; in 1894, $1,230.90. In 1858, the Investments -we-TG: 
$75; in 1869, $325; in 1894, $i,7S7-7S- In 1858, the 
Annual Subscriptions (from 34 members) were $17; in 
1869, $114.25 ; in 1894, $167.25. These figures indicate 
steady, healthy growth. Let us hope that the crisis of 
our Society's existence is past, and that coming years 
will witness still greater success than has been achieved 
hitherto. 



